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BOOK of MARTYRS. 


BFF; AN 


ACCOUNT of HOLY MEN ; 


WHO, DIED FOR THE | 


| CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


BISHOP RIDLEY. 


Bo was born in . and 
becanie Maſter of Pembroke Hall. He 
was converted to our Religion by reading 
a famous Book on the Sacraments, and con. 
' firmed i in his belief by A converlation he 
had with the pious Biſhop Cranmer. The 
good King Edward the ſixth made him 
Biſhop of London. In che beginning of 
bloody Queen Mary's reign, he was 
among the firſt, who for the faith of the 


Goſpel As. impriſoned. in the Tower; 
| A2 | 85 


from | 


fi 1 


from whence he was ſent to Oxford with 


his two dear: and good friends Archbiſhop 
Cranmer and Biſhop Latimer, and there 
kept with them in the common gaol ; till 
after fome time, being ſeparated from them, 


he was committed to the cuſtody of one 
Iriſh, with whom he remained till the day 
of his martyrdoorn oy 


In a letter of his to Biſhop 3 in 


Priſon, is the following paſſage---< I pray 


you, good-Father, let me have ſomething 


more from you to comfort me; for except 


the Lord aſſiſt me in his ſervice, I ſhall 
play but a very poor part; but he can 


make a coward, in bis cauſe, to fight like 


a man.” - 

- "Ti a - Janie ts e . he wrote 
thus“ As far as London is from Oxford, 
yet thence we have received both meat, 


money and ſhirts, not only from our ac- 
quaintance, but from ſome ſtrangers 3 alſo. 


I know for whoſe ſake they. do it.“ 
Again he wrote Ever ſince T heard 


of our dear n Rogers s ſtout. con- 


fe 9 | 


((. 


kellion and departing ; bleſſed be God for 


it! I have never felt any heavineſs in 
my heart as ſometimes 1 did before. 
Bleſſed be God, notwithſtanding. our hard 


reſtraints, and the evil reports raiſed of 


us, we are joyful. in God: and all our 
care is, and ſhall be, by God's grace, to 
pleaſe and ſerve him; from him we ex- 


pect, after theſe mort and momentary 
miſeries, to have eternal joy and perpetual 


felicity with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob.“ 


As yet never a learned man, ſcholar 


or other hath viſited us fince our coming 
here, but I dare ſay every one is well - 
contented with his portion; which is our 
heavenly Father's good and gracious gift. 


Farewel. We ſhall, by the grace of God, 


one day meet, and be happy together; ; 
which day aſſuredly N ian 2 God 


grant 1t may ſhortly come.” 


The night before he ſuffered, he 104 = 
his beard ſhaved, and his feet waſhed, and 
invited Mrs. Irith,. his landlady, and the 
| aalen about him to his wedding. By 
: 8. which 5 


5 "OM 


CS) 
which this good man meant his entrance 


on everlaſting glory. Mrs. Iriſh on this, 
falling into tears, he faid, O Mrs. 


Iriſh, I ſee now that you love me not; 


for in that you weep, it appears that you 
will not be at my marriage, nor are there- 
with content. I ſee you are not ſo much 
my friend as I thought. But quiet your- 
ſelf. Though my breakfaſt be ſomewhat 
ſharp and painful, yet I am ſure my =p 
per ſhall be more pleaſant.” 
His Brother offering to fit up with him» 
he would not ſuffer any ſuch thing, but 
faid---* I intend to go to bed, and fleep as 
quietly : as ever I did in my life. Such a 
calmneſs did this holy man's faith give 
him. The next morning he came out 
dreſſed in a black gown, and looking be- 
hind him he ſaw his dear and godly 
friend, Bi ſhop Latimer coming forward, 
on which he ſaid to him, O, are you 
there?“ Yea, ſaid Latimer, coming after 
as faſt as I can follow. 5 
Being come to the Rake, he lift up 
5 his 


1 3 0 


Ins eyes and hands towards heaven; and 
then with a cheerful countenance, he ran 
to Biſhop Latimer, and ſaid, embracing 
and kiſſing him---** Be of good heart, Bro- 


ther, for God will either aſſuage the vio- 


lence of the flame, or give us ſtrength to 


bear it.” To which Latimer teplied with 
an amiable countenance, in which was the 
very picture of comfort. Godis faithful, 


who will not ſuffer us to be tempted 
above thatwhich we are able.” When the 
fire was brought, he added, Be of good 
comfort, Brother, and play the man; we 
mall this day light ſuch a candle, by 
God's grace, in England, as I truit ſhall 


never be put out.” And fo it has hither- 


to proved, and will 1 truſt prove to the 


end. 
Ridley then, turning to the ſtake and 


kiſſing it, prayed fervently. After which : 
ſetting himſelf to ſpeak to the ſpectators, 
ſome perſons ran to him and ſtopped his | 


mouth with their hands, barbarouſſy re- 
| EE to let this holy man utter a few 
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parting . Being afterwards ſtripped, 


he ſtood on a ſtone near the ſtake, and 


offered up the following prayer 0 
heavenly Father, I give thee hearty thanks, 


for that thou haſt called me to be a pro- 


feſſor of thee, even unto death, I beſeech 
' thee, Lord God, have mercy on this king- 
dom of n and deliver it from all 


its enemies.” 
As-a ſmith was enn, in the aple 
which held the. chain that was to faſten 


baum to the ſtake, he ſaid to him Good 


fellow ! knock it in hard, for the fleſh 
will have its courſe ;”” and when he ſaw 


; : the flame approaching him, he cried with 
a loud voice---** Into thy hands, O Lord, 


I commend my ſpirit, en, receive ad 


| foul. PE 


Thus periſhed in the flames this boly 


| Martyr, leaving behind him a glorious | 


teſtimony to the truth of the Goſpel, and 


a memorable inſtance of the power of the 
-grace of God in ſupporting his true and 


faithful vents, not ar through all the 
| trials 


; 
4-4 
I. 

3 
1 


ta 


trials and) troubles of this a life, but 


in the moſt unjuſt, cruel, and abominable. | . 


death. 


ESO 
TY | 


Mr. GEORGE WISHEART, | 


| ANOTHER MARTYR. crea; 


He. was born in Scotland, "abous i 
ſame time with Biſhop Ridley, and brought 


up at a Grammar-ſchool, from. whence he 


went to the Univerſity ; after which he 
travelled into ſeveral counties, and at laſt 
came to Cambridge, where he was admit. 


ted into Bennet College. In many places 
of Scotland through which he preached, 
many proofs of the power of his preaching, 


which had wrought ſuch a change in. the 


lives and converſation of numbers of peo- 
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ple, were brought to him, and though he 
was hotly perſecuted, every where by the 
wicked popiſh Cardinal Beton, he ſtill 
continued to teach the truth in public, and 
perſevered in going about, like his bleſſed 
Maſter, to do good. He was at length 
apprehended by Earl Bothwell and at the 
deſire of Queen Mary, by him delivered 
up to be the ſubject of this bloody man's 
cruelty and revenge. When he was going 
to the place of execution two men met him 

to make him pray in their falſe way. To 

whom he meekly ſaid, . Ceaſe, tempt me 
not, I entreat you, and ſo with a rope 
about his neck, and a chain about his 
middle he was led to the ſtake, where 
falling on his knees he thrice repeated the 
following words. O thou, Saviour of 
the world, have mercy upon me. Father | 
of heaven, I commend my ſpirit into thy 


1 5 holy hands.” Then turning to the peo- 


ple, he ſaid---** Chriſtian Brothers and Siſ- | 
ters, I beſcech you be not offended at the 


word of God, for the torments which you 


lee 


En, 
ſee prepared for me. I exhort you that 
you love the word of God for your ſal. 
vation, and ſuffer patiently and with | 
comfortable heart ; for the Bible's ſake, 4 
which is your undoubted ſalvation, and 
everlaſting comfort, I pray you alſo, 
ſhew my Brothers and Siſters, who have 
often heard me preach, that they ceaſe 
not to learn the word of God, which 1 
taught them, according to the meaſure of 
grace given me; r. no perſecution or 
trouble in this world ought to move us, 
or ſtagger our faith; and ſhew them that 
the doctrine We preach is no old fable, but 
the truth of God; for if I had taught | 
men's dodrines, I had had greater thanks 
from men; but for the word of God's 
fake I now ſuffer, not ſorrowfully, but 
with a glad heart and mind. For this 
cauſe I as ſent into the works, that I 
fhould ſuffer this fire for Chriſt's ſake. 
Behold my face, 1 hope you will not ſee 
me change my countenance, I fear not 


the fire, If perſecution” come to you for 
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the Bible 8 ſake, I pray you fear not them 
that can kill the body.” He then prayed 


for them that accuſed him ſaying---* I 


| beſeech thee, Father of heaven, forgive 
them that have in 1gnorance, or of any 
evil mind, forged this of me: 1 forgive 
them with all my heart, I beſeech God to 
forgive them that have condemned me 
this day ignorantly,” ?. 

Turning to the people, he ſaid, - 1 be- 


ack you, Brethren, to learn the Word 
of God, that you may be aſhamed to 
do evil, and learn to do good, or elſe. 


there ſhall come upon you the wrath of. 
God which. you will not be able to eſ- 


cape.” 


Then the executioner falling upon. his 


knees, ſaid, 66 Sir, 1 =, you forgive me, 


for I am not the cauſe of your death?“ 
and he, calling him to him, kiſſed his 
cheeks, ſaying, * Lo! here is a token that 


I forgive thee, my friend, do. thine office.“ 


And ſo he was tied to the ſtake, and 


the fire kindled----The Captain of the 


Caſtle 


4 a 


> FW z 

Caſtle going near him, bade him be of 
good courage, and prayed him to beg for 
him the pardon of his ſins: to whom Mf. 
Wiſheart ſaid, -- This fire torments . 


body, but no whit abates my ſpirits,” | 
Then looking towards the wicked Cardinal 


Beton, who was at a high window, feaſt- 
ing his eyes on the execution, he ſaid, 
„He who in high ſtate, from that high 
place, feeds his eyes with my torments, - 
within a few days, may poſſibly be hanged 
out at the ſame window, to be ſeen with 
as much ignominy, as he now leans there 
with pride,” which came exactly to. paſs. 


And then, his breath being ſtopped, he 8 5 


was conſumed by the fire. 

Io his ſurviving friends, a little before 
his departure, almoſt in the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, he faid, God ſhall ſend you com- 
fort after me. This kingdom: ſhall be, 1 
_ truſt, illuminated with the light of the 
Goſpel, as clearly as any kingdom ſince 
the days of the Apoſtles, The houſe of 
God ſhall be built 3 in it ; yea, it + all not 


lack, | 
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lk. in deſpight of all enemies, the top- 
ſtone; neither, I hope, will it be long 
before this be accompliſhed. Many ſhall 
not ſuffer after me, befere the glory of 
God, I truſt, ſhall appear, and triumph, 
in deſpite of Satan; but, alas! if the 
people ſhould prove unthankful, then let 
them beware that fearful and terrible 
troubles may not follow.“ An ungrateful 

return for ſignal mercies and favors will 
always bring any nation into great danger, 
and expoſe it to the fearful . of 
—_—_ God. 


THE DEATH 
| on | 
The FIRST MARTYR, 
8 2 E P 77 £ N. 
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Sun a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and of power, did great 


wonders among the people. They that 
diſputed 


> 
5% *- 


( 05 


diſputed with him epcerning the ma S 


were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom and the 


pirit by which he ſpake; but they got to- 


gether ſome wicked men who ſaid.— We 
have heard him ſpeak blaſphemous words 
againſt. Moſes, and againſt God;” And 


they ſtirred up the people, and the Elders 
and the Scribes, and came upon him, and 


caught him, and brought him to the Coun- 


cil; and ſet up falſe witneſſes, which ſaid, 


This man ceaſeth not to ſpeak blaſphe- 
mous words againſt this holy place, and 
the law; for we heard him ſay, that this 
Jeſus of Nazareth ſhall deſtroy this place 


and the law; and ſhall unge the cuſtoms 
which nioles delivered us.” | | 


And all that ſat at the Conn looking 


feadfaſtly on him, ſaw his face, as it had . 


been the face of an Angel. And the high | 


Prieſt ſaid unto him, bag are theſe things fo * 


But Stephen ſpake unto them with boldneſs, 
and ſaid, Ve ſtiff necked, and uncircum- 


ciſed in heart and ears, ye do always reſiſt 


the Holy Ghoſt: as your fathers did, fo 
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do ye, which of the | Prophets have not 
your fathers perſecuted? and they have 
flain them which ſhewed before of the com- 


ing of the true Saviour, of whom ye have 


been even the betrayers. and murderers, 


who. have received the law by the — 


on of Angels and have not kept it. And 


when the people heard theſe things they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnaſhed on 


him with their teeth. But he, being full 


of the Holy Ghoſt, looked up ſtedfaſtly 


into heaven, and ſaw. the glory of God, 


and Jeſus Chriſt ſtanding on the right hand 


of God. Then they cried out with a loud 


voice, and ſtopped their ears, and ran up- 
on him with one accord, and caſt him out 


of the City, and ſtoned him, and the wit- 


neſſes laid down their cloaths at a young 


man's feet named Saul, (arterwards the 


great St. Paul.) And they ſtoned Stephen; 
who called upon God and ſaid, Lord 
Jeſus receive my ſpirit.” And he kneeled 


. down, and cried with a loud voice — Lord 
lay not this ſin to their charge,” and when. 
he had ſaid this he ſell aſleep. Thus 


„ 
Thus periſhed Stephen the firſt Martyr 
who died for the truth of the Goſpel, This 


fine ſtory may be found in the feventh chap- 
ter of the Atts of the Apoſtles ; which be- 


fides its being a part of Holy Scripture, is 
looked upon as one of the fineſt hiſtories, 
and the moſt een book of travelg 
in the world; containing an account of 
| Converſions, Shipwrecks, and Eſcapes, as 


miraculous and true, as men are Fei 
and delightful, | 


THE DEATH 
A. 


POLYCARP, 
THE MARTYR, | 


BISHOP of s MN RNA. 5 


P OLYCARP WASA a Diſciple of St. E 5 
that great St. John, who wrote the Goſpel, | 
and three Epiſtles, . He was almoſt the on- 


ly Apoſtle, who was not Bu to death for 
his 
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His religion; however he was baniſhed by a 
wicked heathen Roman Emperor to the Iſle 
of Patmos, where he likewiſe wrote the 
bock of the Revelations. Three days be- 
fore Polycarp was apprehended, having re- 
tired after prayer to reſt, and fallen aſleep, 
he ſaw, in a viſion by night, the pillow un- 
der his headſet on fire, and ſuddenly con- 
ſumed to aſhes; which, when he awoke, 
he interpreted to thoſe about him, to be a 
ſign that his life was at an end, and that 
his body would be burnt for _ rx rome 
of Jeſus Chriſt: - ah 
Being ſeized Noe brought "By "OH the Go- 
vernor who urged him, ſaying, © ſwear, 
and I will let thee. go: blaſpheme, and deny 
Chriſt ; and thou ſhalt be ſafe.” Polycarp 
_ anſwered, * fourſcore and fix years have I 
ſerved Chriſt; neither hath. he ever offend- 
ed me in any thing; and how then can 1 
revile my King, who hath thus kept me? 
Then ſaid the Governor, I have wild 
| beaſts to devour thee, unleſs thou repenteſt.” 
- Polycarp anſwered. —— Bring them out; 
ML : YL for 


69 } 


for we ls Acterinaict with ourſelves not 


to repent ; not to turn from the better to 
the worſe. Tis more fit for you to turn 


from evil to that which is good and juſt.” —- 


„ will ſaid, the wicked Governor, tame 
thee with fire, if thou ſetteſt nought by the 
wild Beaſts and wilt not repent.” To which 
the pious Biſhop replied, © you threaten 


me with fire, which laſts but an hour, and 
is quickly quenched; but thou art ignorant 


of the everlaſting fire at the day of judg- 
ment, and of thoſe. endleſs torments which 
are reſerved for the wicked. But why make 
you all theſe delays ? e me to what 


death you pleaſe.” 


The pile being prepared, when: de = 
would have nailed him to the Rake, he ſaid» | 
— Nay let me be even as I am; for he 


who gave me ſtrength to come to this fire, 
will alſo give me patience to. abide in it, 


without your faſtening my body with nails.” 


—When they bound him, he prayed thus, 
O Fatherofthy well beloved and blefſedScn 


Jeſus Chriſt, throu gh whom we have known, | 
x Thee; | 


'L 20 ) 


Thee; O God of Angels, powers, and 100 eve- 
ry living creature, and of juſt men who live 
in thy preſence; I thank thee that thou 
| haſt graciouſly vouchſafed this day and this 
hour, to allot me a portion in the number 
of Martyrs; that I ſhould drink of the cup 
of Chriſt, for the reſurreQion to everlaſting 
life, both of bodyand ſoul, through the ope- 


ration cf the Holy Spirit; among whom TI 


| Thall this day be received into thy fight as 

an acceptable ſacrifice. And as thou haſt 
prepared and revealed this beforehand, ſo 
thou haſt now accompliſhed and fulfilled it. 
O thou moſt true God, who: canſt not lie, 
wherefore for all theſe things I praiſe thee, 
I bleſs thee, I glorify thee, through the 
7 everlaſting Biſhop and Shepherd. of our 
Souls, Chriſt Jeſus ;- to whom, with thee, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 

glory, world without end. Amen. 
In the midſt of the flames he made the 
following excellent prayer. 

O God the Father of thy beloved how 
Jeſus Chriſt, through whom we have recei- 
. "ell 


* 
w 


ter 


ved the 8 of thee; C 0 God, the 


creator of all things, upon thee I call ; thee 
J confeſs to be the true God; thee ] glorify: 175 
O Lord receive me, and make me a com- 


panion of the reſurrection of the Saints⸗ 
through the merrits of our great high Prieſt, 
hy beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 


with the Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt . 
be all honour and glory for ever.“ Amen. 
The pious Polycarp ſuffered for the true 


Religion when he was eighty-fix years old 
and was a Biſhop about ſixty-three years. 


The blood of the Martyrs, ſaid the firſt 


8 Chriſtians, is the ſeed of the Church; and 


indeed no ſeed ever produced fuch A glorious : 


harveſt. 


A great man, x tbink it was che FEI. 
Archbiſhop Uſher, uſed to ſay the Catechiſm 85 
and the book of Martyrs are the two grand pillars 


of the Proteſtant Religion. We hope to pre. 


"ſent our readers with many more Hiſtories 


of the es: arm ny: .of e 
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TE MARTYR's HYMN. 


L glorious minds how bright they ſhine ! 
Whence all their white array ? | 
Ho came they to the happy feats 


Of nnn yy 7 


From tort'ring pain to endleſs j joys 
On fiery wheels they rode, 
And ſtrangely waſhed their garments white 
In IEs u's dying blood. 


Now they approach a fpotleſs Gop, 
And bow before his throne, 

Their warbling harps and ſacred ſongs 
Adore the Holy One. 


Thi unyeiled glories of his face 

Amongſt his ſaints reſide, | 

While the rich treaſures of his grace 
See all their wants lupply'd... | 


Tormeniing thirſt ſhall leave their ſouls, 
And hunger flee as faſt; 

The fruit of Life's immortal tree, 
Shall be their ſweet repaſt. 


Their Gop ſhall lead his heavenly flock 
. Where living fountains riſe, ' 
hd love divine ſhall wipe away 


The ſorrows of their eyst. 
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